
‘I’ll miss it, but it’s time to go.’

Rowat

After 135 years in the same spot, one of Des Moines’ oldest businesses is moving

JOEL ASCHBRENNER | JASCHBRENN@DMREG.COM

Sometimes when all her employees have gone for the day, Teresa Van Vleet-Danos likes to walk through her
creaky building and watch the limestone dust settle as the evening sun streams through the windows.

“You’re never going to get that in a new building,” said Van Vleet-Danos, the owner of Rowat Cut Stone &
Marble Co. “I’ll miss it, but it’s time to go.” One of Des Moines’ oldest businesses, Rowat Cut Stone is
closing its shop in a quickly gentrifying section of the city’s East Village at the end of July and moving to a
suburban industrial park in Norwalk.

The move exemplifies the transformation brewing in warehouse and industrial areas around downtown. Van
Vleet-Danos sold the property at 110 S.E. Seventh St. to a local developer who wants to build a market- rate
apartment complex.

It’s one of several industrial properties being replaced by upscale housing and office developments in the
once scrappy southern section of the East Village dubbed the Market District.

Van Vleet-Danos isn’t complaining. If anything, she thought developers would come with their checkbooks
sooner.

“I always said, when I came here 32 years ago, that this would one day be the hot spot, and it has finally
happened,” she said. “It is just a wonderful change for the city.”

Van Vleet-Danos, meanwhile, is making her own move. After three decades as owner of the Rowat Cut Stone
— a company she revived and reshaped while occasionally fending off stereotypes in a male-dominated
industry — she is selling the business to one of her employees.

Situated near East Market and East Sixth streets, Rowat Cut Stone was founded in 1882 by a John Rowat, a
Scottish immigrant who came to Des Moines to help build the State Capitol.

The Rowat family owned the company for a century, operating it primarily as a limestone cutting and carving
business, providing ornate stone for City Hall, the Salisbury House, Plymouth Church and other notable
buildings around the city.

Today, many people know Rowat Cut Stone for its antique derrick that looms over East Sixth Avenue.
Standing 35 feet tall, the crane-like structure was used for decades to hoist 20-ton blocks of limestone and
massive slabs of marble off rail cars and trucks.

Van Vleet-Danos entered the picture in the 1980s. A Nebraska farm girl, she worked her way up at
Sunderland Brothers Co., an Omaha stone company.

See ROWAT, Page 2D

“I can’t say the city pushed me out. … I went willingly for the right dollar amount, and that’s what it
comes down to.”
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TERESA VAN VLEET- DANOS

OWNER OF ROWAT CUT STONE & MARBLE
CO.

ABOVE: Rowat Cut Stone was founded in 1882
and for years specialized in cutting and carving
limestone for ornate buildings around Des Moines.
The company is moving in July 2017 from its
original location near the State Capitol to a
suburban industrial park in Norwalk.
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Teresa Van Vleet-Danos John Rowat, a Scottish
immigrant, settled in Des Moines to help build the
Iowa State Capitol and in 1882 founded Rowat
Cut Stone. Today, the stone and tile company is
one of the city's oldest businesses.
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Then, with savings and a loan from her grandfather,
she moved to Des Moines and bought Rowat Cut
Stone in 1985 at age 32. According to Van Vleet-
Danos, the limestone company had lost money the
previous seven years, so she expanded into the more
lucrative marble and granite markets. Today, Rowat is
a stone supplier for five Home Depots around the
metro area and maintains its own wholesale and retail
business. “ We couldn’t stay alive just cutting and
carving limestone,” she said. There were doubters.
Years ago, some clients balked at working with a
construction business owned by a woman. One
incident in particular sticks with Van Vleet- Danos.
Not long after she bought the business, an influential
local man ( she won’t say who because, she says, he
is still alive and fairly wellknown) told her Rowat
Cut Stone would never work on the State Capitol
again. “ They had an issue with my gender,” she said.
“ They thought I was this young, dumb chick and ‘
What did I think I was doing?’” To this day, she
never has worked on the Capitol. But, she added: “
Time takes care of a lot of that. … It’s a lot easier for
women to get into business these days.”

Rowat Cut Stone sold the 2- acre property to Nelson
Construction and Development for $1.25 million,
property records show. Nelson plans to build a
market- rate apartment complex with roughly 150
units. The sale come during a land rush in the Market
District, just south of the East Village’s trendy
shopping and dining district.

Next door to Rowat, Recycling Inc. recently sold its

work with them and try to find them a workable
location.”

The city has worked hard to attract and retain
industrial employers, Olson- Douglas said, pointing
to examples like Des Moines Cold Storage, Des
Moines Heating & Cooling Supply and Electrical
Power Products, which have all expanded or
relocated within the city.

Atlantic Coca- Cola Bottling Co. also recently
announced it was leaving Waukee to open a massive
plant in Des Moines.

Van Vleet- Danos admits: “ I can’t say the city
pushed me out. … I went willingly for the right dollar
amount, and that’s what it comes down to.”

Van Vleet- Danos didn’t plan to sell the business
concurrent with the move, but one of her employees,
Adis Halilovic, received a smallbusiness loan and
made her an offer.

Van Vleet- Danos will remain with the company in an
advisory role until next summer.

A native of Bosnia who fled with his family during
the country’s civil war in the 1990s, Halilovic has
worked for Rowat for about 10 years.

“ He is going do things that I haven’t done and take it
to new heights,” she said.



property to TWG Development, an Indianapolis firm
that plans to build a 200- plus- unit apartment
complex.

Across the street, a three- story office just opened.

A new federal courthouse could also land in the
Market District, a project that would trigger the
redevelopment of five square blocks.

Van Vleet- Danos hoped to keep the business in Des
Moines proper but said the city didn’t make it easy.

She wanted to move to the industrial area just north
of Gray’s Lake but said the city “ highly
discouraged” her because a luxury housing
development is planned nearby.

She looked at the southeast side of town but couldn’t
find the right property.

Van Vleet- Danos said the city repeatedly steered her
to the industrial park on the northeast side of town.

“ Anything that is manufacturing like this, they don’t
like it” near downtown, she said. “ They want
grocery stores and Raygun — that kind of
storefront.”

Des Moines economic development director Erin
Olson- Douglas said it’s true the city discouraged
Rowat from the Gray’s Lake area because of the 75-
acre planned housing development called Gray’s
Station.

But city officials met with Rowat several times to
help find a location inside Des Moines city limits.

“ We really did want them in the city,” Olson-
Douglas said. “ I feel we really did make an effort to

Teresa Van Vleet-Danos, owner of Rowat Cut
Stone & Marble Co., gives a tour of the 135-year-
old location in Des Moines’ East Village on
Tuesday. Van Vleet-Danos is selling the business to
one of her employees, and it is moving to an
industrial park in Norwalk.
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Stone-cutting equipment is seen at Rowat Cut
Stone & Marble Co. in Des Moines’ East Village.
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